2iS         Story of Prince Charles s escape.        [Sept.
to look for him. In a short time he appeared, and went into the publiclc house. Here Donald Roy, whom he had seen at Mugstot, received him, and informed him of what had been concerted. He wanted silver for a guinea, but the landlord had only thirteen shillings. He was going to accept of this for his guinea ; but Donald Roy very judiciously observed, that it would discover him to be some great man; so he desisted. He slipped out of the house, leaving his fair protectress, whom he never again saw; and Malcolm Macleocl was presented to him by Donald Roy, as a captain in his army. Young Rasay and Dr. Macleocl had waited, in impatient anxiety, in the boat. When he came, their names were announced to him. He would not permit the usual ceremonies of respect, but saluted them as his equals.
Donald Roy staid'in Sky, to be in readiness to get intelligence, and give tin alarm in case the troops should discover the retreat to Rasay; and Prince Charles was then conveyed in a boat to that island in the night. He slept a little upon the passage, and they landed about day-break. There \vas some difficulty in accommodating him with a lodging, as almost all the houses in the island had been burnt by the soldiery. They repaired to a little hut, which some shepherds had lately built, and having prepared it as well as they could, and made a bed of heath for the stranger, they kindled a fire, and partook of some provisions which had been sent-with him from Kingsburgh. It was observed, that he would not taste wheat-bread, or brandy, while oat-brcacl and whisky lasted ; ' for these, (said he,) are my own country bread and drink.'—This was very engaging to the Highlanders.
Young Rasay being the only person of the company that durst appear with safety, he went in quest of something fresh for them to eat: but though he was amidst his own cows, sheep, and goats, he could not venture to take any of them for fear of a discovery, but was obliged to supply himself by stealth. lie therefore caught a kid, and brought it
to answer was noble: 'AistS would you not have done the same, madam, had he come to you, a* i*i her,.in distress and danger? I hope—I am sure you would I' WALTER SCOTT.
